V/Q mismatch without pulmonary emboli in children with histoplasmosis.
In two children with histoplasmosis pulmonary perfusion and ventilation studies revealed mismatched abnormalities characterized by almost unilaterally absent perfusion but normal ventilation in the right lung. Chest roentgenograms demonstrated right hilar enlargement and pulmonary contrast angiograms revealed narrowing of the right pulmonary arteries by extrinsic fibrotic granulomata but no pulmonary emboli were present. Fibrosing mediastinitis due to histoplasmosis was found by mediastinoscopic examination in one of the patients. Non-embolic causes of V/Q mismatch lung imaging are discussed briefly, and the correlation with clinical findings is stressed for the diagnosis of pulmonary emboli.